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Symptoms
Obsessionally 

resist 
demands 

Sociable at a 
shallow level

Wild mood 
swings

Comfortable 
in role play 

Actively 
passive 

Other 
obsessional 
behaviour

Passive early 
history

Newson, E., Le Marechal, K. & David, C. ñPathological demand avoidance syndrome: a necessary 

distinction within the pervasive developmental disorders.òArchives of Disease in Childhood, 2003: 595ï600.
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Findings - Task Design

�ƒPrefers to handle images rather than 
text. Use Mindmaps / diagrams

�ƒDoes not like extended writing or 
reading

�ƒBreak down writing tasks to smaller 
chunks

�ƒReduce challenge of tasks

Some students may prefer role -play / 
pretend.
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