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Answering an English Question (Text Based) 

 
When you are asked to “Refer closely to the text” or use the text to 

answer the question using the following 9 step process to ensure you 
answer it thoroughly. 
 
 

Conclusion 

Skim the text 

 

Read the question 

 

Highlight key points 

 

Plan your answer 

 

Topic sentence 

 

Quote 

Explain the quote 

 

Analyze Language 

 

Look for Language: 

• Adjectives 

• Similes 

• Metaphors 

• Exaggeration 

• (Rhyme / beat) 

• Irony / sarcasm 

• Mood 

• Repetition (chorus) 

• Double meanings 
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